MORPHOLOGY AND SYNTAX 

Noun 

Albanian has two genders, masculine and feminine, with traces of an old 
neuter, limited now to very few words. 

There are two articles, definite and indefinite. The latter is sing, nje, pi. ca 
or disa\ thus, nje shok 'a comrade', disa shoke 'comrades'. 

The definite article is affixed to the noun and is coded for gender (cf 
Bulgarian and Romanian): 

Masculine affixes: -jf, -w, -ril-ni, -a: mal 'mountain', mali 'the mountain'; 

zog 'bird', zogu 'the bird'. 
Feminine affix: -a\ shtepi 'house', shtepia 'the house'; moter 'sister', motra 

'the sister'. 

PLURAL 

Typical masculine plural endings are -a, -e, -«/*, -qie), -gjie), -e: e.g. mesim 
'lesson' - mesime; mal 'mountain' - male; ari 'bear' - arinj; mik 'friend' - 
miqi pyll 'forest' - pyje\ punetor 'worker' - punetore. 

Feminine plural: -a, -e; often no change: e.g. Me 'flower' - Me; dhomQ 
'room' - dhoma. 

Umlaut occurs in some masculine nouns: breg 'coast' - brigje; plak 'old 
man' - pleq. The plural nominative definite form ends in -t{e). 

CASE 

The following two paradigms show a masculine and a feminine noun 
declined with and without definite article, in four cases and two numbers. 

Masculine: mal 'mountain' 
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Adjective 

The attributive adjective follows the noun to which it is connected by the 
inflected article, e.g. masc: 



Indefinite 'a good friend' 

Singular Plural 

nom. mik i mire miq te mire 

gen.-dat. miku te mire miqve te mire 

ace. mik te mire miq te mire 



Definite Hhe good friend' 

Singular Plural 

miku i mire miqt e mire 

mikut te mire miqvet te mire 

mikun e mire miqt e mire 



Following a feminine definite noun the gen.-dat. link is -se-, which becomes 
'te- if it is preceded in the syntagma by other qualifying material: e.g. 
Partise se Punes te Shqiperise, literally 'the Party of Work of Albania', i.e. 
the Albanian Workers' Party. 

Certain adjectives, e.g. those derived from nouns or verbs, do not take the 
connecting article: nje shkolle fillore 'an elementary school' (fillore ^ filloj 
'to begin'). 

A few adjectives have four specific forms for gender/number: e.g. ri 'new': 
masc. sing. / ri, pL te ririj; fem. sing, e re, pi. te reja. 

An adjective which takes the article in attributive position keeps it in 
predicative position: vendi eshte i bukur 'the place is beautiful', vendet jane 
te bukur a (pL). 

It is interesting that in the plural many masculine nouns are given fem- 
inine concord: cf qyteti eshte i madh (masc.) 'the town is big' and qytetet 
jane te medha 'the towns are big'. 
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Third-person forms are supplied by the demonstrative series (see below). 

DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUN/ADJECTIVE 

The proximate series is based on ky, fem. kjo\ the distal series is ai, fem. ajo. 

The series at, ata; ajo, ato is used for the third-person pronoun, with 
oblique forms e 'him, her', and / 'to him, to her'. 

These forms fuse with other oblique pronouns: e.g. me -\- e -> ma: ma dha 
librin 'he gave me the book'. 

A noun as complement is anticipated by a pronominal copy: 



Do t'i them edhe Abazit I'll tell A. as well' 
E njihte mire Dinin 'He knew D. well' 
Une i fola asaj vajze 1 spoke to this girl' 

Cf. in the relative clause: njeriu qe e kampare 'the man whom I saw him', i.e. 
'the man I saw'. 

POSSESSIVE PRONOUN 

These follow the noun possessed; here, the singular and plural nominative 
forms are given for each person: 

libri im 'my book' librat e mi 
libri yt 'your book' librat e tu 



libri i tij 'his book' librat e tij 



INTERROGATIVE PRONOUN 

kush 'who?', inflected for case only; gka 'what?'; cili 'which?' is inflected for 
gender, number, and case: cili djal dhe cila vajze 'which boy and which girl?' 

RELATIVE PRONOUN 

qe is not inflected; / cili, etc. is inflected; e.g. 

nje ndertese e vogel, e cila ndryshonte fare pak nga shtepite e tjera 
'a small building which differed little from the other houses' 
{ndertese (fem.) 'building'; ndryshoj 'to differ'; tjeter, (pi.) tjere 'other') 

Verb 

The Albanian verb has two voices, active (unmarked), and medio-passive, 

the latter having a specific set of endings. There are six moods and eight 
tenses; only the indicative mood has all of these tenses, the other moods - 
subjunctive, conditional, optative, admirative - have present and perfect 
tenses, to which the subjunctive and the admirative add an imperfect and a 
pluperfect. The imperative mood has a present form only. 
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In the absence of an infinitive, Albanian verbs are generally classified in 
terms of the 1st person singular present, varying endings of which yield the 
following conjugational types: (a) vowel + -j: punoj 1 work'; (b) vowel: pi 'I 
drink'; (c) consonant: /Za^' 'I speak'. The 1st person singular of the present 
active is one of the three basic forms from which, in theory, all other forms of 
the Albanian verb can be derived, the other two being the 1st person singular 
aorist, and the past participle: thus, dal - dola - dale 'givo'iflas -fola -folur 
'speak'. The 1st person singular present, for example, is the base for the 
imperative, the imperfect, the subjunctive, the future, and the conditional. 
The two examples given are, however, enough to show that the information 
provided by the three bases does not extend to internal flection and/or 
suppletive forms. There are several ablaut series in the Albanian verbal 
system: two examples have already been given. Cf. hedh - hodha - hedhur 
'throw'; ndjek - ndoqa - ndjekur 'follow'. Ablaut also affects the present tense 
of many verbs: e.g. for flas: 



Singular 

1 flas 

2 flet 

3 flet 



Plural 
flasim 
flisni 
flasin 



Suppletive forms: e.g. shoh -pashe-pare 'see'; bie -prura -prure 'bring'; 
jap - dhashe - dhene 'give'. 

Tenses may be further sub-divided by aspect into perfective and 
imperfective categories. Finite forms are marked throughout for person 
and number. 

Tenses are primary or analytical; the latter are formed by means of the 
auxiharies: j(3m 'I am', and kam 'I have'. 

THE AUXILIARIES 

The basic forms of jam and kam are: 

present: jam, je, eshte; pi. jemi, jeni, jane 

imperfect: isha, ishe 

aorist: qeshe, qe... 

subjunctive: tejem, tejesh ... 

past participle: qene 



present: kam, ke, ka; pi. kemi, keni, kane 

imperfect: kisha, kishe 

aorist: pata, pate . . . 

subjunctive: te kern, te kesh . . . 

past participle: pasur 
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MODAL VERBS 

Two important modals are: dua 'I want' and mund 'I can'. 

SPECIMEN CONJUGATION 

Vocal stem, kerkoj 'I ask for, seek'. 

Indicative 

present: kerkoj, -n, -n, pi. kerkojme, -ni, -jne 

imperfect: kerkoja, -je, -nte; pi. kerkonim, -nit, -nin 

aorist: kerkova, -ve, -i; pi. kerkuam, -uat, -uan 

perfect: kam, ke, etc. kerkuar 

future: do te kerkoj, do te kerkosh . . . (subjunctive endings, see below). 

This is the Tosk form of the future tense; the Gheg model is kam me + 
infinitive. 

Subjunctive 

present: te kerkoj, -sh, -je; pi. as indicative present 

imperfect: te -f- indicative imperfect forms 
Admirative 

present: kerkuakam, kerkuake, etc. (i.e. kerkua + present tense of kam) 
Optative 

present: kerkofsha, -fsh, -fte; pi. kerkofshim, -fshi, -fshin 

Imperative: sing. kerko\ pi. kerkoni 

Past partici- kerkuar 
pie: 

Medio-passive voice: vocalic stems have the augment -h- in the present: 

present: kerkohem, -hesh, -et; pi. kerkohemi, -heni, -hen 

imperfect: kerkohesha, -heshe . . . 

aorist: u-kerkova, u-kerkove, u-kerkua; pi. u-kerkuam, -uat, -uan 

perfect: jam kerkuar . . . , etc. 

The subjunctive is much used in Albanian. The form is preceded by te 
which fuses with a pronominal precursor: te -\- e > ta\ aifillon te punoje 'he 
begins to work'; dua ta vizitoj T want to visit him/it'. Preceded by te, the past 
participle with the affix -it yields a verbal noun: te punuarit 'working'; te 
qeshurit 'laughing'. 
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The particle duke is used with the past participle to express an adverbial 
participial construction: duke punuar 'while working'. 

NEGATIVE 

nuk and s' are general negating particles; kemi 'we have'; s'kemi 'we don't 
have'; Goni nuk /let anglisht 'Goni doesn't speak English.' Mos is used with 
the imperative: mos pint duhan 'don't smoke'. 

Prepositions 

(a) With nominative (usually in definite form): e.g. nga 'from', tek 'at', gjer 
'until', etc. 

(b) With accusative: e.g. mbi 'on', me 'with', ne 'in', pa 'without', etc. 

(c) With dative (ablative): e.g. prune 'near', kunder 'against', mbrapa 'after', 
etc. 

Word formation 

(a) Compounding: e.g. noun + noun: hekur 'iron + udhe 'way': hekurudhe 
'railway'. 

(b) By suffix: e.g. 4m forming abstract nouns: kujtimi 'memory' (cf kujtoj 
'remember'); '■{t)ore denoting locus of activity: grunore 'wheatfield' (cf 
grune 'wheat'). 

(c) By prefixing preposition or adverb: ne{n) 'below' + punes 'working': 
nepunesi 'employee'; 

adverb + ^djmtivQ: jashtzakonshem (jasht 'outside' + zafew (Slav) 'law, 
custom') 'unusual, extraordinary'; 

privative prefix pa-: pakuptueshem 'incomprehensible' (cf kuptoj, 'I 
understand; kuptueshem 'comprehensible'). 

Prefixes frequently used to form derived verbs are: (sh)per-, mb-, sh-, c< e.g. 
from 

shkruaj 'to write', pershkruaj 'to describe' 
jashte 'outside', perjashtoj 'to exclude' 
Hdh 'tie', mbledh 'to collect' 

The ablative case in -esh may be used attributively to form a compound: {nje) 
kopsht-femijesh 'a kindergarten'. 
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